The Epistle to the Romans

Study 27

Romans 10:11-17

Introduction:

When we studied Romans 9, we discovered that God elected people to be saved.  He is absolute sovereign.  He elected Abraham from among the people in Mesopotamia and saved him.  In time Abraham responded to God’s call of salvation and we have this truth recorded in  Genesis 15:6 - "And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness."  Then among Abraham’s sons, it was the son of promise, Isaac, who was elected.  The rest of Abraham’s children, including, Ishmael, were passed by, by the one true living God.  Then in the next generation following the generation of Isaac, it was Jacob who was elected, but Esau, his twin brother was passed by by the one true living God.  God said it in no uncertain terms, “Jacob have I loved, Esau have I hated.”  Then when God dealt with Pharaoh during the time of Moses this was what He said,  17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.
Pharaoh hardened his own heart.  It says here that God also hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  What it means is that God had just to remove the restraint He had over Pharaoh from doing the evil that Pharaoh was capable of doing and Pharaoh as a result did those kinds of evil.  God punished him by removing that restraint and as it were hardened Pharaoh’s heart.  
The Message of Salvation is for the Whosoever

So much in regards to God’s election......... But when we come to Romans 9:33 we read, "As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed."  On one hand God elects people to be saved.  On the other hand we read “and whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed.”  Whosoever believeth in Him will not be ashamed.  He will not be let down by God one day when he stands before Him.  In other words whosoever believes in God will be saved.  Paul then reiterates in 11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
God elects and at the same time He says,

Verse 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  
Qn: Does God contradict Himself?  Explain your answer.

......................................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  This question is often asked, “How do I know I am elected by God to be saved?”  What is your answer?

...................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Why does God use the word ‘whosoever’?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Based on Romans 10:11-13 and John 3:16, "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." what can you say concerning the teaching that Christ died only for the elect?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Based on 12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, do you think God played favourites by favouring the Jews over the Gentiles?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verse 14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed?
Qn:  While the message of salvation is for the whosoever, for the whosoever to be saved he must call upon the Name of the Lord and believe on Him.  Verse 14 talks about calling and believing.  To call on the Lord is more than to believe in Him.  The belief here refers to intellectual belief.  It is head knowledge.  Is it necessarily to have intellectual understanding of Who Jesus is and what He did for us to trust in Him ie to have salvation?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

(Some ideas and illustrations in this set of notes are borrowed from the book on Romans written by James Montgomery Boice) 
Comment: One time the great preacher, Dr Harry Ironside observed what happened at a Gospel meeting conducted by this evangelist, Gypsy Smith.  Gypsy Smith was called Gypsy Smith because he was Gypsy.  In his message Gypsy Smith told lots of stories about gypsies.  At the end of the message when he gave the altar call hundreds of people surged forward.  Dr Ironside made this remark when he saw those people surging forward after hearing all those stories.  “Perhaps, they wanted to become gypsies.”  It wasn’t that they wanted to be Christians.  Why?  Because they did not understand the Gospel message in the head.  They were simply moved by the gypsy stories.  When we are giving the Gospel to people, let’s be sure they understand what they believe and why they want to believe.  When we ask such a question,  we might get such answers:  “I am childless and I want Jesus to give me a child.”  Or, “I am suffering from cancer and I want Jesus to heal me of my cancer.” Such persons obviously do not understand what the Gospel is.  Indeed for a person to really trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, he must have an intellectual understanding of the Gospel.  
It is only after he has this intellectual understanding that he is in the position to truly call on the Lord to save him.  Now the word to call in the OT often means to worship and to praise.  In the NT it often means to believe or to trust.  So to call on the Lord is to worship, praise and trust in the Lord.  
Qn: Is it necessary to call on the Lord to save us for us to be saved?   Matthew 14:24-31, "But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary.  And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea.  And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear.  But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.  And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me.  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?"
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Have you called upon the Name of the Lord to save you yet?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

Salvation message being carried by beautiful feet.
V 14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?  15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  
Qn:  What is the instrument needed for the Gospel to be heard?
......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Why is it needful that the preacher be one that is genuinely sent by God?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  The sad situation in the church today is this... the harvest is plenteous but the labourers are so few.  God wants to send labourers, but people are unwilling to be labourers.  Why?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  Comment on this observation:  Maybe we are ready to pray.  But the real question is:  Whom are we ready to offer to be sent forth?  For many of us when we pray, it is:  “Lord, send forth so and so.”  And if he is too old to be sent forth, we might say, “Lord, send forth his son or his daughter.”  But, what about praying as Isaiah did, “Lord, here am I.  Send me.”?   Or here are my sons and daughters.  Send them in accordance to your will.”
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn: Now, not everyone is chosen to be sent forth to preach the Gospel full-time.  But, what does this verse mean? 2 Corinthians 5:20, "Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Comments: And indeed beautiful are the feet of those who are sent forth to preach the Gospel of truth.  And so we read.  15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!  The feet of them refers to the feet of those messengers in ancient times who were sent back from the battle front to report to the city they came from with a message from the battle front.  The message could be good or bad.  If it was to report a great victory it was of course good news.  The watchmen from the city on the look-out would be able to discern whether the bearer of the news was bringing good news or bad news, by the way they ran.  If they brought back good news, their feet would be described as being beautiful even if they were dusty, dirty, blistered or even bloody.   

Here is a story about a pair of beautiful feet from the book on Romans written by Montgomery Boice.  It was about an African convert who suffered from elephantiasis.  This disease enlarges the foot and the skin of the foot becomes thick and leathery.  The leg of the person then appears to that of any elephant.  This story was told by a missionary to western Africa.  “This poor victim of elephantiasis became a radiant Christian and could do nothing other than tell people of the grace of God which he had shown in sending his Son Jesus Christ to die for them. He lived in an African village and determined that every soul in the village should hear the good news of salvation. It was extremely difficult for him to walk with the monstrous legs, but he thought nothing of the pain and toiled on from hut to hut to tell those who dwelt there about the Savior who had come into his life. Each evening he would return to his own hut where he was maintained by the kindness of his relatives. At the end of several months he told the mis​sionary that he had visited every hut in the village and that he was now starting to take the gospel message to a village that was about two miles away.

Each morning he would start out painfully, walk the two miles to that village, go from hut to hut with the gospel, and return walking the two miles before sundown to his own hut. Finally, there came the day when he had visited every hut in the neighboring village. His work being done, he remained at home for some weeks but began to be more and more restless.

He spoke to the pastor and to the missionary, who was a medical doctor, about a village that lay ten or twelve miles through the jungle, and asked if the gospel were being taken to that village. As a boy, before he had been afflicted, he had traveled the jungle path to that village, and he remembered that it was a large village and that there were many people there, and he knew they needed the good tidings of the Savior. He was advised not to think of going to that village, but day after day the burden grew upon him. One day his family came to the missionary and said that the man had disappeared before dawn. He did not return, and the family was concerned about him.

Afterwards, the full story became known. He had started down the path toward the distant village. Step after weary step he dragged his leathery and monstrous feet along the path that led to his goal. The people of the village later told how he had come to them when it was already noon; his feet were further swollen, bruised and bleeding. He had been forced to stop and rest again and again, and it was already past mid-day when he came. They offered him food, but before he would eat he began to tell the people about Jesus. Up and down the village he went, even to the very last hut, telling them that the God of all creation was Love and that he had sent his only Son to die that their sins might be removed. He told how die Lord Jesus had been raised from the dead and had come into his heart, bringing such joy and peace.

There was no shelter for him in that village; and even though die sun was low he started on his way down the jungle path toward home. The darkness of Africa is a terrible darkness, and the night can bring forth many creatures from the jungle. The sun went down and the poor man dragged himself along the path in the darkness guided by some insight which kept him from going astray. He told his pastor later that his fear of the night and the animals which might come upon him was more than balanced by the joy that he had in his heart as he realized that he had told a whole village about the Lord Jesus Christ.

Toward midnight the missionary doctor was awakened by a noise on his front porch. Somehow he could not go back to sleep, and he went to the door with a light to see what had caused the noise. He rec​ognized at once that this poor man had returned to the village from his long trip, and had come with his wounded and bleeding leg-stumps to the door of the dispensary. The missionary called his helpers and they lifted the man, almost unconscious, and put him on one of the beds in the little hospital. The doctor said that he had seldom seen such a frightful sight as he looked upon those bleeding feet which had come back from such an errand of love and mercy.  Unashamedly the doctor told how he had bent over those feet to minister to them, and as he cleaned and dressed them, he told how his own tears had fallen with the ointment upon them. The doctor ended the story by saying, “In all my life I do not know when my heart was more drawn out to another Christian believer. All I could think of was the verse in the Word of God, 'How beautiful  are the feet of them that bring glad tidings, that publish peace.'  Here was a man who had been sent by God to tell the story of what Christ had done for him, and although he had to do it at the cost of such personal agony, yet he had not flinched but had gone through to the end to tell needy men the good news of salvation for their souls.”
Qn:  Which pair of feet is beautiful - well-formed feet with nails beautifully manicured, dusty feet, no feet?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Verse  16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?  17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  You may be carrying the Gospel around with the most beautiful pair of feet, but the sad truth is: the Salvation message will be rejected by many people.  The great Apostle Paul echoes the words spoken by the prophet Isaiah made some 750 years earlier.  “Who hath believed our report?” The message was often rejected during the days of Isaiah.  It was true during the days of our Lord Jesus Christ and it was true during the days of the Apostle Paul.  It is true today.  Today if you were to carry another message and make it sound like the true Gospel message, people are more inclined to listen.  
Listen to what Boice said: “So what’s new?  Today, if we preach a message suited to our listeners’ wants or felt needs, we can gain a wide hearing.  If we tell them that Jesus will give them treasure on earth rather than treasure in heaven, people will line up at the trough.  If we tell them that Jesus will make them feel good rather make them holy, people will clamour for the fix.  If we tell them that Jesus died to cure them of their low self-esteem rather than their sins, they will pay for our glass cathedral.  Much of modern church-growth movement is built on exactly such reasoning.  And it works well.  It builds mega-churches, and it makes the bearers of the “mega-gospel” rich – because it is what sinful people want to hear.”
Qn:  Comment on what Boice said.
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Qn:  How can we prevent ourselves from being discouraged to share the Gospel in the face of multiple rejections by people?

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

V17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  
Qn:  What does this verse teach about faith – the start of it and the growth of it?  
......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

Concluding Comments:

If we have already trusted in the Lord as Lord and Saviour, let’s be thankful unto Him.  If we have trusted in Him, it means we have been elected by Him to be saved.  Let us not say that we cannot be saved because we are not elected.  While it is true only those who are elected will be saved, it is also true that God offers His salvation to the whosoever.  If we are willing to be the whosoever to believe and to call upon the Name of the Lord to be saved, we will be saved.

But, people are not able to believe and call upon the Name of the Lord, except they hear the truth of the Gospel.  Preachers of the Gospel are needed.  All of us have been called to be the preachers of the Gospel.  The question is:  Are we willing to be sent?  Are we willing to say to the Lord, “Lord, here am I, send me.”
If we are willing to be the preachers, the bearers of the Gospel, our feet are most beautiful in the sight of the one true living God.  Let’s pray that we may have that kind of feet.

Let’s not be discouraged in bearing the Gospel of truth.  It was a common experience to preachers of the Gospel that people should reject the Gospel.  It is the same today.  They will be willing to hear messages that promise health, wealth, that make them feel good, that enhance self-esteem rather than on repentance from sin and increase in holiness.  But, let’s continue to obey the call to preach.  Remember the feet of preachers are beautiful in the sight of God.
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